2oo                    THE ESSEX DIVORCE.

1610.   Upon this a Sab-Committee, of which Bacon as well as
Ccesar was a member, was appointed to report to the

Efforts to                   _           .     .                 .    .      *,                               .,

improve the new Commissioners of the I reasury upon the state
ievenue. ^ ^e finances. The result of their labours was a
plan which was actually carried into effect, by which the deficit
might be reduced by about 35,0007., leaving i25,ooc/. still
unprovided for, to say nothing of the extraordinary expenses
which were certain to arise from time to time. What the amount
of these extraordinary expenses was may be calculated from the
fact that in the two years which ended at Michaelmas, 1613,
although many claims upon the Government were left unpaid,
it was necessary to borrow 143,0007., of which a great part was
raised by a new issue of Privy Seals; and that, in addition to
the money thus obtained, no less a sum than 388,0007. had been
obtained by means of payments, many of which were not
likely to be repeated, and none of which could be considered
as forming part of the regular revenue of the Crown. Some
of this, no doubt, was expended in providing for outstanding
claims; but, in spite of all the efforts of the Government, the
debt, as has been seen, continued to increase. It must, how-
ever, be said that it was upon the report of this committee that
James, for the first time, showed a desire to economise; and
though he could not at once withdraw the pensions and annuities
which he had heedlessly granted, or reduce in a moment the
scale of expenditure which he had authorised, he did what he
could to check his propensity to give away money to every one
of his courtiers who begged for it.

In the year which ended at Michaelmas, 1613, the diffi-
culties were especially great. In addition to the ordinary
expenditure, a part at least of the expenses connected with the
marriage of the Princess had to be met within the year. Those
expenses amounted to more than 6o,ooo7., to which 40,0007*
had to be added for the portion of the bride. i6,oco7. was
wanted towards defraying the outlay at Prince Henry's funeral
Other extraordinary charges were pressing for payment, and
amongst them 105,0007. was required to pay off a loan which had
fallen due.

No effort was spared to meet these demands.    The Earl of